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1. Summary  

 

1.1 This report provides background information to the Police and Crime Committee for its meeting with 

invited guests to discuss violence against women and girls (VAWG).   

 

 

2. Recommendation 

 

2.1 That the Committee notes the report as background to putting questions to invited 

guests on violence against women and girls, and notes the discussion.  

 

 
3. Background  

 

3.1 This meeting will be used to consider violence against women and girls in London. It will explore the 

nature and extent of violence against women and girls in London, the ways in which partners are 

working together to prevent it, support for victims, and what the new Mayor, in his capacity as 

occupant of the Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime (MOPAC), can do to help tackle and prevent 

it. 

 

3.2 Violence against women and girls is an umbrella term for a range of crimes. It includes: domestic 

violence; rape; sexual offences; stalking; human trafficking for sexual exploitation and prostitution. It 

also includes harmful practices, such as forced marriage, so called ‘honour’ crimes and female genital 

mutilation (FGM). 
 

3.3 In London, reports of violence against women and girls are rising. In the year to June 2016, there 

were over 150,000 domestic abuse incidents, with over 5,800 more notifiable offences compared to 

June 2015; over 16,000 sexual offences; and more than 5,000 rapes. Rape increased by almost 

11 per cent; other sexual offences by 8 per cent and notifiable domestic abuse by 8.5 per cent in the 

year to June 2016 when compared to the year to June 2015.1 

 

                                                 
1
 MOPAC domestic and sexual violence dashboard  

https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/mayors-office-policing-and-crime-mopac/data-and-research/crime%20/domestic-and-sexual


        

3.4 The previous Mayor launched a revised Pan-London Strategy on Violence against Women and Girls2 

in November 2013. The Strategy runs through to 2017. The new Mayor has made a commitment to 

continue the current strategy and make work in this area “stronger and better”.3 The strategy has 

five key objectives: 

 London taking a global lead to prevent and eliminate VAWG; 

 Improving access to support; 

 Addressing health, social and economic consequences of violence; 

 Protecting women and girls at risk; and 

 Getting tougher with perpetrators. 

 

 

4. Issues for Consideration 

 

4.1 The meeting will be used to consider the nature and extent of violence against women and girls in 

London.  This includes: 

 Sexual offences and rape; 

 Domestic violence; and 

 Harmful practices. 

 

4.2 Invited guests include: 

 Sarah Green, Co-Director, End Violence Against Women Coalition (EVAW) and co-Chair of 

MOPAC’s VAWG Voluntary and Community Sector (VCS) Expert Reference Group; 

 Marai Larasi MBE, Executive Director, Imkaan; 

 Yvonne Traynor, Chief Executive, Rape Crisis South London; and 

 Ruth Aitken, Refuge. 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 

 

5.2 Officers confirm that the scope for this thematic session falls within the Committee’s terms of 

reference.  

 

 
6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no financial implications to the Greater London Authority arising from this report. 

 

 

                                                 
2 https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/gla_migrate_files_destination/Pan-
London%20Strategy%20on%20Violence%20against%20Women%20and%20Girls%202013_17_1.pdf 
3
 Sadiq Khan, Letter to EVAW and Imkaan, 22 April 2016  

https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/gla_migrate_files_destination/Pan-London%20Strategy%20on%20Violence%20against%20Women%20and%20Girls%202013_17_1.pdf
http://www.endviolenceagainstwomen.org.uk/data/files/Sadiq_Khan_response_to_EVAW_Imkaan_April_2016.pdf


        

 

 

List of appendices to this report:  None 

 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  
List of Background Papers: None 

 

Contact Officer: Janette Roker, Scrutiny Manager 

Telephone: 020 7983 6562 

E-mail: janette.roker@london.gov.uk  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

mailto:janette.roker@london.gov.uk

